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Time to Pray 

 

 Simon Peter must have panicked: Jesus had disappeared.  The night before Peter had 

stayed up late watching Jesus heal countless people that were brought to the place they were 

staying, but when Peter got up and looked for Jesus that next morning, he was nowhere to be 

seen!  Jesus had gone to sleep in the house that night, but now that the first rays of dawn were 

peeking over the hills, Jesus wasn’t anywhere in the vicinity and no one knew where he had 

gone.  Peter must have panicked.  He definitely didn’t want to lose track of Jesus!  He didn’t 

want to miss out on anything that the Son of God did or anything that the Son of God said.  So he 

and those with him formed a search party and frantically started to scour the area, hoping nothing 

bad had happened to him. 

Eventually Peter found Jesus – he was sitting by himself out in a desolate area, away 

from the town, away from the people, away from just about anything.  And so instead of being 

panicked, Peter was probably just confused.  Why was Jesus out here all alone at such an early 

hour?  Where was he planning?  What was he thinking?  What was he doing?  Peter certainly 

must have been relieved to find Jesus, but he must have wondered why Jesus hadn’t told anyone 

where he was going in the first place.  But Jesus hadn’t told anyone because he wanted to pray. 

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 

went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for 

him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!"  

Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else--to the nearby villages--so I can preach there also. 

That is why I have come." So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their 

synagogues and driving out demons. 

Jesus got up while it was still dark… to pray.  And it’s not as if he went to bed early the 

night before either!  Remember that the evening prior the entire town was bringing him the sick 

and the diseased and the suffering so that he could heal them.  Jesus must have been tired!  He 

had to have been exhausted!  And yet “very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus 

got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”  Didn’t he have better 

things to do?  Like sleep?  Wouldn’t he want to catch up on some rest so that he would be 

rejuvenated for the grueling day ahead?  Or how about finding some breakfast?  Wouldn’t he 

need the strength as he traveled from town to town that day preaching to the people?   Or maybe 

he could have gone through in his head the topics he wanted to preach on for the day to come.  

But to get up that early just to pray?  Didn’t he have something better to do? 

 

Making Time for Just about Anything Else 

 

 I’m a morning person.  I don’t mind getting up early and starting my day as soon as 

possible.  In fact, even when I have a chance to sleep in, I usually can’t.  And so when I wake up, 

I wake up to get things done!  I’m at my most productive in the morning and I want to churn out 

some work while my mind is sharp and my body is energized.  But I have never gotten up early 

just to pray.  There have been times when I have prayed after waking up in the middle of the 

night and not being able to get back to sleep, but that’s different than purposely waking up early, 

finding a quiet spot by myself, and spending time praying to my Lord.  And why haven’t I ever 

done that before?  Because in my mind, I have better things to do. 

 Praying just isn’t as pressing as some of the other items on my to-do list.  I have sermons 

to write and worship services to prepare.  I have Bible classes to put together and reports to jot 



down.  I have any number of emails and texts and phone calls to get out along with meetings and 

appointments and studies to lead.  Add to that the regular family obligations and the normal tasks 

of everyday life that have to get done, and prayer gets relegated to a passing thought here and a 

fleeting moment there, a couple shorts prayers in the morning and a couple more at night, a few 

brief words while reading my Bible and a quick obligatory petition while I’m working with 

God’s Word.  But to intentionally block out a period of time – whether it’s early in the morning 

or during any other part of the day – specifically to pray?  I have better things to do! 

 I have better things to do than to talk to my Lord!  I have better things to do than to spend 

time with my God!  I have better things to do than to drag out all of those thoughts and plans and 

worries that are floating around in my mind and lay them at the feet of my Savior!  It doesn’t 

make that big of difference anyway, does it?  Whether I spend a long time in prayer or hardly 

any time at all, things will happen the way they were going to happen and I’ll have to deal with 

them no matter what.  And so when my life gets a little crazy and my schedule is hectic and I am 

struggling to catch up with all of the different responsibilities out in front of me, praying to my 

Lord is put off until later because I have better things to do. 

 I’m not coming off sounding too good, am I?  I’m not painting myself in a very positive 

light.  But I want to be open and transparent with you.  I don’t want to pretend that I’m always 

doing what I’m supposed to be done.  Now I obviously don’t want to act in this way and live my 

life as if I actually do have better things to do than to talk to my Lord, but that’s oftentimes what 

happens.  I’m not proud of it, but I can’t deny it either.  I’ve undoubtedly offended my God 

whenever I have neglected to go to him in prayer.  I’ve certainly disappointed my God whenever 

I have tried to cut corners and left him out of the picture.  I’ve unquestionably insulted my God 

by disregarding his offer to listen to me and to help me and to be there for me at any time.  And 

I’ve been doing this for years – for decades!  I’ve treated my God as if he isn’t the most 

important thing in my life and talking to him is not worth my time – not now at least, maybe 

later, maybe someday.  But right now I have better things to do. 

  I don’t know how often you pray or when you pray or why you pray.  But I wonder if 

you sometimes treat prayer like I do: as if it’s insignificant and not all that important and not all 

that urgent.  I wonder if you think that you have better things to do. 

  

Making Time for You 

 

 What if the Lord decided that he had better things to do than bother with us?  What if the 

Lord determined that I wasn’t worth his time, that I wasn’t worth his effort, that I wasn’t worth 

dealing with at all?  If God would have come to the conclusion that he had better things to do, he 

certainly wouldn’t have come down into this world as a vulnerable human being surrounded by 

sin.  And he surely wouldn’t have allowed his enemies to manhandle him and physically abuse 

him and torture him to the extreme.  And he absolutely wouldn’t have subjected himself to the 

shame of carrying his own execution device to the place of his death and he wouldn’t have let 

himself be posted to a piece of wood and he wouldn’t have given up his last breath as a 

condemned criminal.  If God had better things to do than spend any time on me, the Bible 

wouldn’t have been written and Jesus as we know him wouldn’t have existed and hope and joy 

and peace wouldn’t be anything more than a dream.  If God had better things to do, we wouldn’t 

be here this morning – there would be no point.  We wouldn’t even be Christians – there would 

be no such thing.  But we are Christians and we are here this morning.  We are gathered in 



God’s house with our spiritual brothers and sisters today because God didn’t have anything 

better to do.  He never has anything better to do than to take care of you. 

 Isn’t that humbling?  The almighty Creator of this world, the one who hand-crafted the 

far reaches of the universe, the one who orchestrates not only the rhythms of the galaxies but the 

one who also is personally involved with every blade of grass that grows in the most distant 

field, this is the God that has nothing better to do than to take care of you.  He protects you while 

you’re sleeping; he stays by your side when you get up; he walks with you wherever you go, and 

he never leaves you throughout the day.  He holds you tightly in his arms when you are hurting; 

he takes you by the hand when you are lost; he gently lifts you up when you have fallen short.  

He looks you in the eyes… and he never looks away.  He is never embarrassed of you, he is 

never ashamed of you, he is never disgusted with you.  Instead he forgives you.  He doesn’t ask 

you why you did what you did or demand an explanation; he doesn’t narrow his gaze and glance 

at you with a disapproving sigh; he doesn’t make you sweat it out until you have been 

thoroughly chastised by his disappointment.  He just forgives you.  Sincerely and honestly and 

completely.  He doesn’t treat you any differently afterwards either.  He loves you just the same.  

He loves you just as much.  He loves you more than he loves anyone in this world because you 

are his child through faith and he wants to do nothing but love you with everything he is.  Your 

God has nothing better to do than to love you. 

 And so as you live out your life, he watches you, waiting patiently, eagerly, ready to 

listen, ready to help, ready to be there for you whenever you have something on your heart.   And 

he cannot contain himself when he hears your voice!  He is ecstatic whenever you lean on him!  

He glories in the chance to be the first one you go to for anything that happens!  All your God 

wants is you.  All your God longs for is you.  He went through a lot of pain for you, after all.  He 

spilled a lot of blood for you, after all.  He took on sin and death and the devil and this world and 

all of the enemies in it and shut them all down for you, after all.  You are the most precious thing 

to him in this world and he will do anything for you, anything.  Because God has nothing better 

to do than to do everything for you. 

 

Go to Him 

 

 The Lord’s love and his compassion and his intense feelings for me make me want to 

pray to him more than ever.  Why wouldn’t I want to?  Why wouldn’t I want to go to someone 

who cares for me so much and has proved his passion for me in so many ways?  Why wouldn’t I 

want to go to the one who knows what to do, who knows how to do it, and who knows exactly 

when to get it done?  It would be foolish for me not to go to him in prayer on a regular basis.  It 

would be completely idiotic of me to think that I have better things to do than to go him and then 

to go to him again and then to go to him again.  Everything else can wait.  Everything else is far 

less important.  Everything else will be taken care of in due time – with the Lord’s help.  There’s 

nothing better for me to do than to pray.  There’s nothing better for any of us to do than to pray. 

 Don’t underestimate the importance of prayer.  Don’t ever think that this is a small, 

minor, insignificant act of a Christian because there are far bigger things you really should be 

doing.  No!  Prayer is the biggest thing you can be doing because you are placing everything into 

the hands of the all-powerful God!  And he asks us to pray!  He wants us to pray!  He ever orders 

us to pray because he knows how essential it is to our lives every day in this world!  And so if 

your life gets a little crazy, pray first.  If your schedule is hectic, pray first.  If you’re trying to 

catch up with all of the responsibilities flying out in front of you, pray first.  Go to your God who 



loves you.  Lean on your Lord who cares for you.  Slow down and throw everything at the feet of 

your Savior who sacrificed himself for you.  He will calm you down.  He will settle your nerves.  

And then he will give you strength and the motivation and the energy to handle whatever is in 

front of you when you open up your eyes again. 

 That doesn’t mean you have to get up early, while it is still dark, like Jesus did, and set 

aside a block of time to pray to your Lord before everyone else gets up.  He doesn’t tell us we 

have to do exactly what he did.  But it’d probably be smart to plan to pray, wouldn’t it?  It’d 

certainly be beneficial to schedule time with your Lord, right?  Because your God will hear, your 

God will listen, your God will answer.  This week pray to your Lord more than you ever have 

before.  This week pray to your Lord for more things in more ways at more times than you ever 

have in the past.  This week pray to your Lord – more than you do anything else.  Or… do you 

have something better to do? 

 Amen. 

 

“Amen!  Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to 

our God forever and ever.  Amen!” – Rev. 7:12 


